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Dear Supervisors: EXECUTIVE OFFICER

APPROVAL OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT#15-0249 WITH
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE TO PROVIDE
FOR DETECTION OF EXOTIC INSECT PESTS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND
GLASSY-WINGED SHARPSHOOTER/PIERCE’S DISEASE CONTROL PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICT) (3-VOTES)

SUBJECT

This agreement is essential to maintaining a critical exotic pest detection “early warning” program.
We will establish, rotate placement, and service over 26,000 traps to detect and prevent the
establishment of Mediterranean, Oriental, and Mexican Fruit Flies and other exotic pests in Los
Angeles County, and to survey, inspect, and/or treat to prevent the artificial spread of Pierces
Disease through the movement of Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (GWSS), the vector of the disease.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures
(Commissioner/Director) to sign the attached agreement in the amount of $5,115,991.14 for the term
beginning July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016, with the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) to:

a. Continue the detection trapping of fruit flies and other exotic pests.
b. Continue the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter/Pierce’s Disease (GWS/PD) Control Program.
2. Authorize the Commissioner/Director to amend the original contract agreement in an amount

not to exceed 10 percent of the original contract, subject to review and approval by County Counsel
and the Chief Executive Office and notification to Board Offices.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the above actions is to enable the ACWM to (a) maintain a critical insect trapping
program to place, service, and relocate 26,000 traps to detect and prevent the establishment of
exotic fruit flies and other exotic pests in Los Angeles County, and (b) to survey, inspect, and/or treat
to prevent the artificial spread of Pierce’s Disease through the movement of GWSS, the vector of the
disease.

Los Angeles County is unique due to its large size and vast amount of agricultural commodities
imported and exported through its numerous pathways. Its international airport, seaports, and high
volume of trucks and cargo provide potential entry of exotic pests from many foreign countries.
Additionally, the mild climate and mobile human population greatly increases the year-round
potential for pests or disease infestations. Therefore, the Exotic Pest Detection Program plays a
critical role in facilitating immediate response to eradicate a pest before it spreads, becomes
established, and damages local and statewide agriculture.

The GWSS/PD Control Program provides inspection and certification services to plant growing
nurseries, the County’s number one agricultural industry. The program provides for inspection of all
nursery stock destined for regulating counties. Wine-grape growers in the County require inspection
certification to move bulk grape shipments to counties not infested with GWSS.

The emergency nature of exotic pest infestations and the need to quickly respond to certain insect
finds may necessitate that the Commissioner/Director sign and execute amendments to fund
additional work that may be required for programs described in this agreement. Therefore, we
request that the Board delegate authority to the Commissioner/Director to sign amendments to the
contract not to exceed 10 percent of the amount of the contract subject to review and approval by
County Counsel and the Chief Executive Office and notification of Board offices.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This agreement supports the Countywide Strategic Plan Goal 1: Operational Effectiveness/ Fiscal
Sustainability.

Service is enhanced to the County’s residents through locally administered, efficient operations as
part of a statewide program to prevent the establishment and/or spread of harmful exotic insect pests
and diseases before they create economic harm to the public.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this agreement, CDFA will provide funding in the amount of $5,115,991.14 for direct and
indirect expenses to the County for one year of operations. The total contractual amount is
distributed between the two programs as follows:

Pierce’s Disease Control Program/Glassy-winged Sharpshooter  $1,056,701.14

Pest Detection/Emergency Projects  $4,059,290.00
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The total cost of the GWSS/PD Program is $1,711,000 of which $413,000 is Net County Cost (NCC).

The total cost of the Pest Detection/Emergency Project is $7,725,000 of which $3,210,000 is NCC.
In addition to the agreement funding, each program is partially funded with Unclaimed Gas Tax
revenue. Net County Costs are principally due to the State’s Limitations on cost recovery for
overhead expenses. Funding is included in the Departments 2015/2016 Adopted Budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This contract is for the period July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016. The contract has been reviewed
by County Counsel and is approved as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTYS)

The recommended Board action will support the program’s services for the entirety of Fiscal Year
2015/2016.

Respectfully submitted,

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights
and Measures

KEF:GDC:MR
Enclosures

C. Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Auditor Controller
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orw. a2 GWSS is found infesting any location, the Secretary or Commissioner may
require that any plant, or other GWSS host, be held at that location, and may require
any host within five miles  "that location be held as well [Section 5701, FAC]. Itis
unlawful to move any plant or host in violation of a hold order,

Any location, plants, or other things found infested with GWSS can be considered a
public nuisance and may be pro  uted as such and any remedies provided by law for
the prev  tion and abatement of a public nuisance will apply. It is unlawful for any
person to maintain a public nuisance. The remedies provided hete are in addition to
any other applicable remedies [Sections 5401 and 5402, FAC].
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LOCAL APPEAL PROCESS

Pursuant to Sect 13651 (c) (3) of the regulations, the Los Angeles County Department
of Agriculture’s Pierce’s Disease Conirol Program Coordinator shall conduct a hearing if
any application of the wotkplan is appealed in writing to him/her or his/her agency. Once
the ~ ordinator receives an appeal, he/she or his/her agent will respond within 10 days to
the appellant. The appellant will be given notice as to the date and time for the hearing.
At the hearing, the appell t will be given the opportunity to be heard by the Coordinator
and to present evidence on matters concerning the application of the workplan, The
dinator will render a ¢ ision and respond to the appellant in writing within 30 days
“the hearing. The results of said h . ing will be transmitted to CDFA.
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